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“Doing it once and doing it right the first
time” is one of my favored expressions as it
relates to the 190SL. This 190SL book is first of

all a “how-to” book, written to substantiate
this restoration approach. It focuses on the
hows and not the whys. It provides solutions
rather than describing the problems. The many

technical procedures are explained by some of

the best professional 190SL restorers.Beyond the restoration procedures, this book
documents the many details that are necessary

to understand what constitutes an authentic
190SL. Many of the key production changes
incorporated into the car during its produc-
tion are described and illustrated with pictures

and drawings.

This book is finally about owning and enjoying

a 190SL.  It contains tips and advice on main-

taining and repairing the 190SL, modifying the

car for vintage racing, or just enjoying what
the 190SL does best–touring the open spaces.I hope that you will agree that this Mercedes-

Benz 190SL book is truly “Best of Show.”

Bruce L. Adams

Bruce L. Adams currently serves as Newsletter
Editor for the International l90SL Group and is a

member of their Board of Directors. He is also a

board member of the Tri-Angle Section of
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, as well as their

Newsletter Editor. Bruce's 190SL restorations are

well known for their detail and authenticity. His
restorations have won numerous recognitions,
including 190SL National Concours “Best of Show.”

He is presently restoring 190SLs out of a small
shop in Southern Pines, NC.

Contributing Authors:Bruce L. Adams, Editor, 190SL Group Newsletter

Ed Bertrand, 190SL Group Member
Alex Dearborn, Dearborn Automobile Co.
Tom Hamilton, President, International 190SL GroupJohn Jacobson, Director, 190SL Group

Tim Kidder, K&K ManufacturingFrank Mallory, The MERCEDES Collector
Gernold Nisius, SL-TECHJohn Olson, SL Market LetterSean Parker, S&S ImportsBob Platz, Precision AutoworksRon Rapp, SL AutoHausWill Samples, S&S ImportsRich Splaine, Precious Metals

Dedication by Charles N. Spiher.
Foreword by Dieter Ritter, DaimlerChrysler AG. This book is the culmination of several years of diligent effort by members of the International 190SL Group. What began as a focused restoration text evolved into a

comprehensive book that documents in detail all aspects of the 190SL automobile. The book shares the fun and enjoyment that Group members experience when

driving and showing their cars. I highly recommend this book to anyone who loves the experience of owning and driving collector cars.

Tom Hamilton, President, International 190SL Group
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Foreword by Gary Anderson
It was only last year that I had the chance to 
drive a 190 SL for the first time. On a press trip 
to England, for our drive from Brooklands Hotel 
to Goodwood in Surrey on a sunny Saturday, we 
were given the choice of every model of Mercedes 
produced between 1945 and 1960. I passed on the 
Gullwings as being too constricting for the lovely 
weather and too demanding for the leisurely pace 
we would set, and on the four-seat convertibles as 

being to large for the village lanes and country roads 
we were promised. The 190 SL seemed like a perfect 
choice for the day, and so it would prove to be.

It was easily capable of staying with traffic on our 
few A-road transits, but comfortable enough to 
absorb the cobblestones in some of the villages. 
With the top down, we could enjoy the sun and the 
smell of spring-mown clover, and maneuver easily 

when we got turned the wrong way in one of the 
little market towns. 

This is the charm of the 190 SL. It is not a true 
sports car, and I believe it was never intended to 
be. Instead, from the first, it has had the adjective 
“touring” in its name, as Bruce Adams has noted in 
the title of this book. But what does that mean?

Everyone acknowledges that the 300 SL Gullwing 
was instrumental in creating a demand for high-
performance sports cars in the 1950s and was the 
entry point for Mercedes-Benz into this image-
creating marketplace. 

But what most people miss is the impact that the  
190 SL had on the automobile marketplace by 
creating its own demand. Of course, as we all know, 
it was Max Hoffman who whispered in the ears of 
the Daimler-Benz board members that there was a 
market for a roadster in the United States at a much Gary Anderson at the wheel of a 190 SL leaving from Brooklands Hotel to Goodwood in Surrey.
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lower price point than the 300 SL if they would build one that was small, 
pretty, and comfortable.

We can only wonder who might have been whispering into Max’s ear. 
The new customer this car would appeal to was the young professional 
woman who, with the growing prosperity of 1955, was coming into her 
own as an independent person who would either buy a car for herself 
or would strongly influence the decision of someone who might buy it 
with her.

I doubt if there was any accident in the placement of one of the very 
first production models in the movie High Society, to be driven by Grace 
Kelly, one of the leading trendsetters of the day. 

This was Hoffman’s genius: to identify a potential market demand 
where none had existed before, and then define the product that would 
create its own demand.

Too long the 190 SL has been existing in the shadow of the 300 SL, 
damned with faint praise as being softer, less-powerful, and horrors, 
more comfortable than its “big brother.” With amenities like roll–up 
windows, a well-fitted convertible top and an interchangeable hardtop, 
and a softly sprung suspension, this more clearly was not one of those 
he-man sports cars that required drivers to endure discomfort in the 
pursuit of performance.

Only recently have we begun to discover that these attributes make 
the 190 SL a desirable car in its own right, that one doesn’t ask us to 
make sacrifices. Instead, it rewards us with smooth, pleasurable personal 
motoring unlike any other automobile of its period. 

In addition, it offers a timeless beauty that pleases the eye today and 
sets it apart, whether it is parked next to a classic of the 1950s or a 
performance car designed yesterday.

I believe that Bruce has captured all of the charm and charisma of the 
190 SL in this book and am sure that it will confirm the affection that 
enthusiasts already hold for it, while perhaps helping newcomers to 
understand better the true personality of the car.

Gary Anderson

Editor-in-Chief   
THE STAR - Mercedes-Benz of America Bimonthly Magazine

The church is 800-year-old St. Mary’s in Chiddingfold, a village of 3,000 people in Surrey.


